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Reminders/Key dates: 

Summer term 
16 April - 20 July 
 

School Production 
Singinô in the Rain 
25 June - 28 June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage 3  
Sports Day 
13 July 
 

Award Trip 
Alton Towers 
19 July 
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Year 7 and Year 8 groups are following a 
range of subjects, including rocks and 
weathering, electricity, and light and 
waves. Below is an example of work that 
has been produced in the last few weeks. 

Having introduced óhegartymathsô in the 
department this year we are delighted with 
the impact it has on supporting pupils 
through their homework. Pupils are able to 
access the site during lunchtime home-
work club as well. 
 

This term Year 8 will be doing ñdirect  
proportion and scale,ò as well as the area 
and circumference of circles. 
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Year 8 classes have been studying a  
selection of extracts from Dystopian fiction 
from the last 100 years, including 1984 by 
George Orwell, Fahrenheit 451 by  
Ray Bradbury, The Handmaid's Tale by 
Margaret Atwood, The Bees by Laline  
Paull and The Road by Cormac  
MacCarthy. Pupils have risen to the  
challenge of reading texts with such  
sophisticated and challenging subject  
matter, and the department have been 
really impressed with how engaged pupils 
have been, resulting in some lively and 
topical classroom debate. To finish the 
unit, pupils have been writing their own 
Dystopian extracts and they have  
produced some fantastic pieces of  
writing. We are looking forward to seeing 
what they can produce this half term in 
their non-fiction unit! 
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YEAR 8 
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Focusing on Gothic Horror as a genre, with a focus on 
the playtext adaptation of Mary Shellyôs Frankenstein. 
Learning how to adapt written text into devised  
performance.   
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To start the year, we studied óTerrifying Tectonics,  
describing and explaining the global distribution of  
earthquakes and volcanoes. This was followed by more 
detailed study of earthquakes, their impact and how and 
why this varies in countries at different levels of  
development. We ended the term with some work using 
GIS ï working out how much risk we are at in Bedford if 
our nearest supervolcano (Campi De Flegrei in Italy) 
erupts! Last term our work was based on the human  
geography of population and included work on current 
trends of population growth, population structure and 
urbanisation ï description of patterns, explanation of 
causes and prediction of future changes. We have just 
completed our topic, óBy the Seaô where we have looked 
at physical processes and their impact on coastlines and 
thus on people. Throughout the year, pupils have 
learned and used a variety of geographical skills such as 
use of different types of map, interpretation of graphs 
and drawing of conclusions supported by evidence.  
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Our Year 8s have just completed looking at the  
tumultuous events of the 16

th
 and 17

th
 century that saw 

England break away from the Catholic Church and fight 
a vicious civil war that saw the execution of a king. Our 
pupils` have also studied how the United Kingdom was 
formed by the middle of the 18

th
 century. During the 

summer term, our study will shift to an earlier period of 
time and will focus on the Vikings. We shall be using 
several pieces of primary evidence to understand this 
culture and to see if they deserve their terrible  
reputation. 
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We are using the theme of óIdentity and 
Disguiseô to learn about the proportion of 
the face. The pupils will be studying  
portraits from key periods in the history  
of art and then developing their  
proficiency in using paint.  
To support their learning,  
pupils are encouraged 
to take óselfiesô  
exploring their own 
ideas of their identity 
or their face in  
disguise. 
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Year 8 concentrated on refining technique and  
performance across track and field athletics building on 
their previous learning from Year 7.  
 

As with Year 7, the focus shifts to cricket and rounders. 
All pupils will be expanding 
their knowledge and  
understanding of  
techniques and tactics  
specific to each game,  
as well as broader skills and 
strategies that apply to all 
striking and fielding games. 
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Pupils will be given the opportunity to experiment and 
practise with different recipes and ingredients. They will 
be able to make a range of meals suitable for a family 
dinner. The emphasis will be placed on building up  
practical skills and confidence in the kitchen. This  
module will include many practical lessons including:  
Stir-fry, Shortcrust pastry (Quiche and Fruit Pie),  
Breakfast (paired work), Pizza, Thai Curry, Samosas, 
Risotto, Lasagne, and a Celebration Cake. 
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We studied African drumming and learnt how to read 
rhythm notation, learnt about polyrhythms, cyclic 
rhythms and cross-rhythms and then went on to create 
our own drumming compositions. We looked at the  
migration of African music to the Caribbean and how  
off-beat rhythms, hooks and riffs feature in reggae  
music.  
 

We have started studying the blues and will look at its 
influence on jazz and improvisation after half-term. 

Year 8 
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Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic 
(PSHCE) education 
 

In PSHCE we have been looking at Democracy ï pupils 
have learnt about the voting system and the British  
parliament. Our Secondary School Council organised a 
vote to choose outdoor furniture for our pupils,  
demonstrating democracy in action. 
 

As part of our óHealth and Wellbeingô month in June,  
pupils are learning how to look after themselves in terms 
of their mental health, eating choices and how to keep 
themselves safe. Year 8 will have specific Relationship 
and Sex Education lessons this term. In the final weeks, 
pupils will discuss and consider friendship and  
teamwork. 
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In RE we have been looking at Creation Stories and are 
now studying the theme of 'Life after Death.' Pupils learn 
and discuss different ideas and view points and  
understand our fundamental British Values of mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs. Pupils will finish the Year 8 RE course with a 
project on óReligions of the World.ô 
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We started off the 
year with a trip to 
see a French play 
called ñMes Chers 
Voisins.ò The  
performance was 
put on by the  
Onatti Productions 
Group and was extremely entertaining. This term we 
have just completed a module where pupils talk about 
their personality, relationships, music and clothes.  
 

Just before the half term break we also had a week of 
ñtasterò German 
lessons: as well as 
learning key  
classroom  
language, we also 
talked about  
German speaking 
culture and listened 
to a German song.  

 
 

In our new French topic we are describing our homes 
and talking about food and meals. We will also learn 
about the French Revolution in time for Bastille Day on 
the 14

th
 July. 
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As part of the Year 8 project, pupils will be designing,  
making and advertising a fragrance bottle. They will 
learn how to use architectural drawing to develop their 
ideas. Part of the project involves the pupils looking at 
different advertising methods to sell their fragrance  
bottle ideas. Pupils will take home packaging, a model of 
a fragrance bottle and a poster advertising their bottle.  

Year 8 


